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1. Outline 
At the 4th and 5th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Minamata Convention on 
Mercury, the Amendments to part 1 of Annex A based on Article 4 were adopted and some 
mercury-added products were included on the list1. The manufacture of the newly added 
products shall not be allowed after each phase-out date under Article 4 of the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury.  
Japan, therefore, will designate them as “specified mercury-using product”2 stipulated by 
Article 2, Paragraph 1 of the “Act on Preventing Mercury Pollution of the Environment” and 
add them to the list of Article 1 of the “Enforcement Order of the Act on Preventing Mercury 
Pollution of the Environment”3 in alignment with the convention. Because measures have 
already been taken for seven products45, the current revision will cover the rest. 
 
 
2. The expected date of enforcement 
The revision of the “Enforcement Order of the Act on Preventing Mercury Pollution of the 
Environment” will enter into force from January 1, 2026, January 1, 2027, and January 1, 
2028, depending on the phase-out date of the Minamata Convention. 
  

 
1 MC-4/3: Review and amendment of annexes A and B to the Minamata Convention on Mercury 

https://minamataconvention.org/sites/default/files/documents/decision/4 Dec3 Amendment.English

.pdf 

MC-5/4: Amendments to annexes A and B and the feasibility of mercury-free alternatives for 

manufacturing processes listed in annex B 

https://minamataconvention.org/sites/default/files/documents/decision/UNEP-MC-COP.5-

Dec.4 Amendments-Annex-A English.pdf 
2 Act on Preventing Mercury Pollution of the Environment on Japanese Law Translation site 

https://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/ja/laws/view/3232/tb 
3 Enforcement Order of the Act on Preventing Mercury Pollution of the Environment on Japanese 

Law Translation site 

https://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/en/laws/view/4280 
4 Switches and relays, Cosmetics, Strain gauges to be used in plethysmographs, Mercury vacuum 

pumps, Tyre balancers and wheel weights, Photographic film and paper, and Propellant for satellites 

and spacecraft. 
5 G/TBT/N/JPN/491 

https://eping.wto.org/en/Search?domainIds=1&countryIds=C392&freeText=mercury%20order%20c

osmetics%20minamata%20switch%20ministry%20of%20economy%20Enforcement%20Order%20of

%20the%20Act%20on%20Preventing%20Mercury%20Pollution%20of%20the%20Environment&dis

tributionDateFrom=2015-06-01&distributionDateTo=2015-10-

21&viewData=G%2FTBT%2FN%2FJPN%2F491 

G/TBT/N/JPN/779   

https://eping.wto.org/en/Search?documentSymbol=%09%20G%2FTBT%2FN%2FJPN%2F779&free

Text=mercury&viewData=G%2FTBT%2FN%2FJPN%2F779 




