AMENDED IN SENATE JANUARY 5, 2026
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 7, 2025
AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 24, 2025

SENATE BILL No. 501

Introduced by Senator Allen

February 19, 2025

Anactt
te-Chapter-6:5-of Division-20-of-the- Health-and-Safety amend Sectl on
42420.1 of the Public Resources Code, relating to-hazardeusmeaterials:
solid waste.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 501, as amended, Allen. Heuseheld-Hazardous Waste-Produeer
Respensibiity-A¢et-Responsible Battery Recycling Act of 2022: covered
batteries.

Existing law, the Responsible Battery Recycling Act of 2022 (battery
recycling act), establishes a stewardship program, administered by the
Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery, with the Department
of Toxic Substances Control, as provided, for the collection,
transportation, and recycling, and the safe and proper management,
of covered batteries in the state in an economically efficient and
practical manner. The battery recycling act definesa “ covered battery”
to mean a device consisting of one or more electrically connected
electrochemical cells designed to receive, store, and deliver electric
energy. Existing law defines a “ covered battery” to include a loose
battery that is designed to be easily removed from a product by the user
of the product with no more than common household tools. Existing
law excludes from the definition of a covered battery a primary battery
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weighing over 2 kilograms. Existing law defines a “ primary battery”

for this purpose to mean a nonrechargeable battery, including, but not
limited to, alkaline, carbon-zinc, and lithium metal batteries. Existing
law also excludes from the definition of a “covered battery” a
rechargeabl e battery weighing over 5 kilograms and having a watthour
rating of more than 300 watthours.

Thisbill would revise the description of a loose battery, for purposes
of the definition of a covered battery, by providing that a key,
application, or other locking device provided to the consumer by the
producer of the product or battery that is warranted by the producer
of the product or battery to serve solely to prevent theft of the battery
or tampering by persons other than the consumer and not to inhibit the
consumer’s ability to remove, replace, or recycle the battery would not
prevent a battery from being considered designed to be easily removed
from a product by the user of the product with no more than common
household tools. The bill would instead exclude from the definition of
a covered battery a primary battery weighing over 25 pounds and any
rechargeable battery weighing over 25 pounds, regardless of the
watthour rating.

The battery recycling act requires all reports and records provided
to the department to be provided under penalty of perjury.

By expanding the scope of the act, the bill would expand the scope
of the crime of perjury, thereby imposing a state-mandated local
program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Satutory provisions establish procedures for making that
rei mbur sement.

Thisbill would provide that no reimbursement isrequired by this act
for a specified reason.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.
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The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 42420.1 of the Public Resources Codeis
amended to read:

42420.1. For purposesof thischapter, thefollowing terms have
the following meanings:

(@ “Brand” means a trademark, including both a registered
trademark and an unregistered trademark, alogo, aname, asymbol,
aword, an identifier, or atraceable mark that identifies a covered
battery and identifies the owner or licensee of the brand.

(b) “Collection site” means a permanent or temporary location
at which covered batteries are collected and prepared for transport
in accordance with the requirements of this chapter.

(c) “Consumer” meansan owner of acovered battery, including
a person, business, corporation, limited partnership, nonprofit
organization, or governmental entity, and includes the ultimate
purchaser, owner, or lessee of a covered battery, who is not, as to
that covered battery, the distributor, importer, producer, recycler,
retailer, or stewardship organization.

(d) (1) “Covered battery” means a device consisting of one or
more electrically connected electrochemical cells designed to
receive, store, and deliver electric energy. A covered battery
includes a battery that is any of the following:
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(A) A loose battery that iseither sold separately from a product
or that isdesigned to be easily removed from a product by the user
of the-preduet; product with no more than common household
tools. A key, application, or other locking device provided to the
consumer by the producer of the product or battery that is
warranted by the producer of the product or battery to serve solely
to prevent theft of the battery or tampering by persons other than
the consumer and not to inhibit the consumer’s ability to remove,
replace, or recycle the battery shall not prevent a battery from
being considered designed to be easily removed from a product
by the user of the product with no more than common household
tools.

(B) A battery that ispacked with, but not installed in, the product
that the battery is intended to power, when the product is offered
for sale by the producer.

(2) “Covered battery” does not include any of the following:

(A) A primary battery weighing overtwe-kiHegrams: 25 pounds.
For purposes of this subparagraph, “primary battery” means a
nonrechargeable battery, including, but not limited to, alkaline,
carbon-zinc, and lithium metal batteries.

(B) A rechargeable battery wel ghl ng over—ﬂve—kHegFams—aﬂd

A 25 pounds.

(C) A Iead acid battery, as def| ned in S.delVISIOI”IS (@ and (b)
of Section 42440.

(D) (i) A battery contained in amotor vehicle. For purposes of
this subparagraph, “motor vehicle” has the same meaning as set
forth in Section 415 of the Vehicle Code.

(if) Notwithstanding any other law, the exclusion in clause (i)
does not apply to a battery contained in any of the following:

() A motorized scooter.

(I1) A motorized skateboard.

(111) A motorized hoverboard.

(V) A deviceintended to propel or move upon a highway only
oneindividual person or property.

(E) A fuel cell eectrica generating facility. For purposes of
this subparagraph, “fuel cell electrical generating facility” hasthe
same meaning as “eligible fuel cell electrical generating facility,”
as defined in Section 2827.10 of the Public Utilities Code.

(F) (i) A Class| device as defined in Section 360c of Title 21
of the United States Code, and either of the following applies:
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(I) Itisadevicedescribed in Section 414.202 of Title 42 of the
Code of Federal Regulations.

(I1) Either of the following applies:

(ia) The device is predominantly used in a health care setting
by aprovider.

(ib) The device is predominantly prescribed by a health care
provider.

(i) A Classll or Class 11 device as defined in Section 360c of
Title 21 of the United States Code.

(G) A battery that has been recalled.

(e) “Department” meansthe Department of Resources Recycling
and Recovery or a successor agency.

(f) “Distributor” means a company that has a contractual
rel ationship with one or more producersto market and sell covered
batteriesto retailers.

(g) “Electrochemical cell” means a system consisting of an
anode, a cathode, and an electrolyte, plus electrical or mechanical
connections needed to allow the cell to deliver or receive electric
energy.

(h) “Importer” means either of the following:

(1) A person qualifying as an importer of record for purposes
of Section 1484(a)(2)(B) of Title 19 of the United States Code
with regard to the import of a covered battery that is sold,
distributed for sale, or offered for sale in or into the state that was
manufactured or assembled by a company outside of the United
States.

(2) A person importing into the state for sale, distributing for
sale, or offering for sale in the state a covered battery that was
manufactured or assembled by a company physically located
outside of the state.

(i) “Person” hasthe same meaning as set forth in Section 40170.

() (1) “Producer” meansaperson who manufacturesacovered
battery and who owns or is the licensee of the brand or trademark
under which that covered battery is sold, offered for sale, or
distributed for sale in or into the state.

(2) If there is no person in the state who is the producer for
purposes of paragraph (1), the producer of the covered battery is
the owner of a brand or trademark or, if the owner is not in the
state, the exclusive licensee of a brand or trademark under which
the covered battery is sold, imported for sale, offered for sale, or
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distributed for sale in or into the state. For purposes of this
subdivision, an exclusivelicenseeisaperson holding the exclusive
right to use a trademark or brand in the state in connection with
the manufacture, sale, or distribution for sale in or into the state
of the covered battery.

(3) If there is no person in the state who is the producer for
purposes of paragraph (1) or (2), the producer of the covered
battery is the person who sdlls, offers for sale, or is the importer
or distributor of the covered battery in or into the state for sale in
or into the state.

(4) For purposes of this chapter, the sale of a covered battery
shall be deemed to occur in the state if the covered battery is
delivered to the purchaser in the state.

(5) “Producer” does not include an admitted insurer possessing
acertificate of authority from the Insurance Commissioner pursuant
to Section 700 of the Insurance Code, nor does it apply to a
placement of insurance that was made in full compliance with
Section 1765.1 or 1765.2 of the Insurance Code.

(k) “Program operator” means a producer, or a stewardship
organization on behalf of agroup of producers, that isresponsible
for implementing a stewardship program in accordance with the
requirements of this chapter.

() (1) “Rechargeable battery” means a battery that contains
one or more voltaic or galvanic cells, electrically connected to
produce electric energy, and that is designed to be recharged.

(2) “Rechargeable battery” does not include either of the
following:

(A) A battery that contains electrolytes as afree liquid.

(B) A battery that employs lead-acid technology, unless that
battery is sealed and contains no free liquid el ectrolytes.

(m) “Recycler” means a person who changes the physical or
chemical composition of covered batteries.

(n) “Recycling” hasthe same meaning as set forth in subdivision
(@) of Section 25121.1 of the Health and Safety Code. “Recycling”
does not include any of the following:

(1) Combustion.

(2) Incineration.

(3) Energy generation.

(4) Fuel production.
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(5) Beneficial reusein the construction and operation of asolid
waste landfill, including use of alternative daily cover.

(6) Other forms of disposal, as defined in subdivision (b) of
Section 40192.

(o) “Recycling efficiency rate’” meanstheratio of the weight of
covered battery components recycled by a program operator from
covered batteriesto the weight of those covered batteries collected
by the program operator.

(p) “Retailer” means a person who sells or offers for sae
covered batteriesin or into the state to a person through any means,
including, but not limited to, sales outlets, catal ogs, the telephone,
the internet, or any electronic means.

(q) “Stewardship organization” means an organization exempt
from taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the federal Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. Sec. 501(c)(3)) that is
established by agroup of producersin accordance with this chapter
to develop and implement a stewardship program.

(r) “Stewardship plan” or “plan” means a plan developed by a
program operator pursuant to this chapter for the collection,
transportation, and recycling, and the safe and proper management,
of covered batteries.

(s) “Stewardship program” means a program established by a
program operator pursuant to this chapter for the free at drop off,
convenient, and safe collection, transportation, recycling, and
otherwise proper management of covered batteries.

SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article X111 B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminatesa crime or infraction, or changesthe penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XlIlI B of the California
Constitution.

96



SB 501

O WNE

— 10—

All matter omitted in this version of the bill
appears in the bill as amended in the
Senate, April 7, 2025. (JR11)
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